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 The school year is off to a good start.  You may 

have noticed charts in the classroom or heard your child talk 

about ñRead to Selfò, ñRead to Someone,ò and ñI PICK 

Books.ò  The teachers are implementing some management 

strategies during their reading blocks to assure that their stu-

dents have ample time to engage in meaningful reading of 

books at their ñindependentò reading level.  The more time 

students spend reading at the appropriate level, the better the 

chances that they will improve their reading ability.  This 

also gives the teachers quality time to conduct guided read-

ing groups, strategy groups, and conference individually 

with students about their reading skills. 

 Assessment is underway to determine each childôs 

reading levels.  For example, if a childôs ñinstructionalò 

reading level is determined to be ñG,ò that means that the 

child should be reading texts in a range of levels from E to 

G.  Instruction may be at G, but for practice and improving 

fluency, most of the books the child will read should be be-

low that level at what we call the ñindependentò level.  A 

child should not be reading texts above their instructional 

level.  We refer to this as the ñfrustrationò level.  And it is 

just thatðtoo frustrating for the child to learn.  A simple way 

to assess this at home, or when choosing books at the library, 

is to use the ñfive finger method.ò  Have your child hold up a 

finger for each word he/she does not know on a page of text 

or 100 words of text.  If she /he has all five fingers raised 

before finishing the page or 100 words of text, the text is too 

frustrating for the child to read. 

 Reading lots of books at home at the appropriate 

level can benefit your childôs reading performance.  Teachers 

will send home books for your child to read, so be sure to set 

aside time each evening to listen to your child reading. 

Middle School students celebrate 

Homecoming 

Week 
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Located at Boone Body Works  

on  East Franklin Street 

POLICY  

STATEMENT : 
 
 It is the policy of the Davis 

County Community School not to discrimi-

nate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, disability, sexual orien-

tation, gender identity, age, or  marital status 

in its educational programs, activities, or 

employment policies as required by Title VI 

and VII of the1964 Civil Right Act, Title IX 

of the 1972 Education Amendments, and 

Section 5004 of the Federal Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973. 

 It is also the policy of this district 

that the curriculum content and instructional 

materials utilized reflect the cultural and 

racial diversity present in the United States 

and the variety of careers, roles, and life 

styles open to women as well as men in our 

society.  One of the objectives of the total 

curriculum and teaching strategies is to 

reduce stereotyping and to eliminate bias on 

the basis of sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, race, ethnicity, religion and disabil-

ity.  The curriculum should foster respect 

and appreciation for the cultural diversity 

and in our country and an awareness of such 

individual as a member of a pluralistic soci-

ety. 

 Inquiries regarding compliance 

with Title IX, Title VI, or Section 504 may 

be directed to Linda Perry, 500 East North 

Street, Bloomfield, Iowa  52537, Telephone 

641-664-2200, to the Director of the Iowa 

Civil Rights Commission, Des Moines, 

Iowa , or to the Director of the Region II 

Office of Civil Rights, Department of Edu-

cation, Kansas City, Missouri. 

PARENT-TEACHER  

CONFERENCES SCHEDULED 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences to be held November 1 and November 4. 

Middle and High School teachers will be available November 1 from 

4:30-8:00 in their classrooms and November 4 from 1:00-4:00 and 5:00-

8:00 in the MS gym. Elementary teachers will schedule a time to meet 

with each parent in their classrooms. 

The PSAT test scheduled for high 

school juniors 

 
 The PSAT test qualifies students for merit scholarships from across the 

nation.  Juniors interested in taking this test need to contact Mrs. Wilfawn.  The 

test will be administered on Wednesday, October 13 in the high school library 

and the cost is $13.00 

Less than 40% of students who plan to go to college actually earn a 2- 

or 4-year degree within 10 years of graduating high school.  If graduates donôt 

want to be in that group, there are three simple things they can do to improve 

their chances of succeeding in collegeðtake hard classes, do homework and get 

good grades in high school.   

GRADES MATTER.  The high school GPA of a student is a great pre-

dictor of whether or not they will earn a college degree.  64% of students with an 

ñAò average in high school earn an associateôs degree or higher,  37% of students 

with a ñBò average will graduate with an associateôs degree or higher, and only 

14% of students with a ñCò average will graduate from a postsecondary 

school.   Even worse, 52% of college students who had a ñCò average or lower in 

high school end up spending time and money on remedial classes that repeat high 

school work and may earn them no college credit. 

HOMEWORK MATTERS.  Homework might seem like a waste of 

time, but it teaches students the content of the course, time management and dis-

ciplineðall of which theyôll need in college.  In fact, homework time strongly 

predicts college success.  According to the research, over half of students who do 

more than 10 hours of homework a week will earn a 4-year college degree; only 

about 16% of those doing less than 3 hours of homework a week will earn a 

bachelorôs degree. 

MATH COURSES MATTER.  The further a student goes in math dur-

ing high school, the better their chances are of earning a college degree.  Close to 

80% of high school students who take (and pass!) calculus will earn a bachelorôs 

degree whereas only 7% of high school students who take only algebra will earn 

a bachelorôs degree.   

Even if students donôt plan on going to college, high school grade point 

average is important because research shows that it can predict future (long-term) 

income.  An increase of one letter grade, such as going from a ñCò average to a 

ñBò average can increase income by 13% by the time a graduate turns 28 years 

oldðimproving the ability to support a family.   

No matter whether students are interested in college or going straight to 

the workplace, grades do matter! 

Adapted from: Trish Hatch (2006); James Rosenbaum (2001) Beyond College 

for All; and Clifford Aldelman (1991) Answers in the Toolbox. 

Sponsored by  

See us for all your Mustang apparel. 
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Farm Progress Show 
By Kari Wuthrich, Davis County FFA Chapter Reporter 

 On September 1st 46 FFA members attended the 

annual Farm Progress Show held in Boone, Iowa.  The Farm 

Progress show is the largest outdoor farming event held in 

the nation. Many agriculture leaders such as Pioneer, Myco-

gen, Monsanto, John Deere, Kinze,  International, Farm Bu-

reau, etc. attend the show to present new and better products 

and ideas. The Farm Bureau did not only attend, but they 

sponsored all the transportation costs to make it possible for 

the chapter to go. It was not just a fun field trip for the day. 

 The Davis County FFA ñ agriculture industry pros-

pectsò learned a lot. Ryan Gaffney, a senior said, ñ The new 

ideas and prospective equipment gave me a glimpse into 

what the technology will be when I begin my career in farm-

ing.ò Brooke Bodkins, a junior, said,  ñThe new ideas I saw 

have amazed me as to how far we have came in agriculture 

technology.ò 

 The Davis County FFA chapter would like to thank 

the Farm Bureau and the Davis County School District for 

making this trip possible, and we hope to continue being able 

to participate in this event in the years to come.   

 Ms. Mossô Biology students have been busy explor-

ing science through inquiry. As they discussed the scientific 

method they were given the opportunity to compete amongst 

their classmates. They used the steps of the scientific method 

to see who could find the recipe for the stretchiest slime.  

The winner was able to stretch their slime over 11 meters! 

 Pictured below students in another lab based on the 

work of the famous scientist Anton Van Leeuwenhoek . Stu-

dents brought in samples of pond water and viewed them 

under the microscopes. They explored a very tiny world that 

was full of detailed life. 

Students get slimed 

HIGH SCHOOL  

Phone:  641-664-2200 Extension 2 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Phone:  641-664-2200 Extension 3 

ELEMENTARY SCHOO L 

Phone:  641-664-2200 Extension 4 

FLEX ED  

Phone:  641-664-2200 Extension 7 

 

CENTRAL OFFICE  

608 South Washington Street 

Phone:  641-664-2200 Extension 5 

WEB ADDRESS www.dcmustangs.com 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS &EARLY DISMISSALS  

641-664-5000 
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Wednesday, October 13 
Youôre invited to watch as we compete in a  

 

Fall Obstacle Course relay with  

hay bales, "leaves", corn, pumpkins, and scarecrows.  
 

The schedule for the day is: 

 

2nd Grade: 12:40-1:00  1st Grade: 1:00-1:20 

Kindergarten: 1:20-1:40   4th Grade: 1:45-2:15  3rd Grade: 2:30-3:00 

Get your pictures in the yearbook!  
 The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to 

submit photos for the yearbook. If you've got great photos of 

school and community events or you and your friends just 

having fun, we'd like to see them. Our photographers can't be 

everywhere. Help us get as many photos as possible to create 

a terrific book everyone will want to have. 

Here is how you can submit photos online: 

1.  Go to:  https://images.jostens.com/login?

user=400030654&pw=davis 

2.  If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter 

username: 400030654 and password:  davis 

3.  Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 

4.  Enter information about the photo and provide contact 

information in case the staff needs additional information. 

5.  Click "Save Details". 

 

It's that easy! Submit your photos today! 

The last day to submit photos is 

5/15/2011. The Yearbook Staff will review 

all photos and determine final yearbook 

content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be 

used in the book. 

 

Digital photos may also be e-mailed to Mrs. Warning at 

sandy.warning@gpaea.k12.ia.us. Printed photos may be sent 

to the high school to be scanned and returned. 

 

It is not guaranteed that your photo will be used, but all sub-

missions are greatly appreciated. 

 

If you have questions about any of these processes, contact 

Sandy Warning at the high school, extension 1300.  

DCHS Yearbook Seeking Photos 

DC Baseball players and coaches accept a check from  

Stampede Graphics for proceeds from the state tournament   

tee shirt sales. 

A large crowd was on hand for the annual ñMeet the Mus-

tangsò sponsored by Bloomfield Main Street.  DC Cheer-

leaders performed and both Middle School and High School 

teams were introduced. 

https://images.jostens.com/login?user=400030654&pw=davis
https://images.jostens.com/login?user=400030654&pw=davis
mailto:sandy.warning@gpaea.k12.ia.us

